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was to do so still more by his example. He must be regarded as the
successor of St Peter Canisius of the preceding century. He had resigned
his office of Vicar-General of the Capuchins in 1605, and was, therefore,
free to undertake the work of preaching the Faith in Germany, a task
which was now entrusted to him by the Holy See. In the pursuance of
this object his invariable method was to explain the nature of the doctrine
assailed by non-catholics, then to show how this had been obscured by
ignorance and misunderstanding, and finally to support his case by
copious references to holy Scripture. His unrivalled knowledge of
biblical texts always gave him a great advantage, while this fact alone
made a great impression on many persons who had been led to believe
that Catholics, and especially Catholic priests, knew next to nothing of
the Word of God! For a period of eight months he traversed Bavaria,
Saxony, and the Palatinate, everywhere confirming his co-religionists,
and drawing to the Church large numbers of Protestants who were
attracted even more by his personal holiness and amiability than by the
obvious learning with which he supported his expositions of the doctrines
and practices of the Church,
Not the least of the signal services rendered by this marvellous man
to Catholicism, was in connection with the League founded in 1609 by
Maximilian of Bavaria for the purpose of banding together the Catholic
Princes and Prelates of Germany against the aggression of the Calvinists
and their " Evangelical Union.'' The ruling idea of the Catholic League
was to maintain that clause of the Peace of Augsburg (1555) enacting
that Bishops and Abbots who became Protestants should not take their
temporalities with them, /.*., their estates and revenues, a stipulation which
had been constantly violated since that epoch-making treaty had been
signed. The Emperor, Rudolph II, now sent Fr. Lawrence as his
Ambassador to Madrid to induce the King of Spain, Philip III, one of
the leading Princes of the House of Hapsburg, to join the League, and so
render it a confederation of international force and authority. This
important mission was duly effected, and next year Fr, Lawrence, on his
return to Germany, was nominated by the Pope Nuncio at the Court of
Maximilian of Bavaria, the Founder of the League as stated above, and by
far the greatest of all the potentates who formed the general staff, so to
speak, of that influential Union.
The success of the great Capuchin as a diplomatist was fully by this
time established over most of Europe, and it is .not surprising, therefore,
that he should have been selected by the nobility and gentry of Naples as
their representative to proceed to Spain to lodge their complaints
concerning the Viceroy, Ossuna, before his Most Catholic Majesty.
Naples had long been the Ireland of Spain, and ever since 1547, when